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The age of multitasking needs better narrative history. It must be absolutely factual, immediately

accessible, smart, and brilliantly fun. Enter Andrew Helfer, the award-winning graphic-novel editor

behind Road to Perdition and The History of Violence, and welcome the launch of a unique line of

graphic biographies.If a picture is worth a thousand words, these graphic biographies qualify as

tomes. But if you're among the millions who haven't time for another doorstop of a biography, these

books are for you.With the thoroughly researched and passionately drawn Malcolm X, Helfer and

award-winning artist Randy DuBurke capture Malcolm Little's extraordinary transformation from a

black youth beaten down by Jim Crow America into Malcolm X, the charismatic, controversial, and

doomed national spokesman for the Nation of Islam.
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I grew up in the days when "great black leader" meant Dr. Martin King, Jr. I read X's autobiography,

but found the man hard to like or understand. This small but fact-packed graphic novel is a great

help to understand the forces that shaped Malcolm, and the changes he underwent.The novel lays

the context for the story with swift, deft strokes that show the experience of blacks in America's

history, from slavery to Jim Crow. The story shifts to tell of X's parents, and covers his childhood,

young adulthood as a petty criminal, eventual jailing and conversion to Islam, his hajj and his

assassination.There's a lot to learn about X in this book, much of which was (with attribution) taken

from his autobiography. Without saying it in so many words, the books reports inconsistencies in



stories he told about himself and the recollections of others. His mother claims not to recall the story

of facing down racists while pregnant with X.. The book is also honest about his criminality (as was

X himself) and his association with the Boston and Harlem drug and club scenes, including

experiences with conking his hair and his dalliances with white women. X's jailing gives the book an

opportunity to explain X's attraction to the Nation of Islam, and explains NOI's distinction (due to its

myth of white devilry) from other branches of Islam. Malcolm comes across as an intense man of

great persuasiveness and integrity, whose incredulity at the sins of NOI's leader, Elijah Mohammed,

are laid as the cause of his murder.This is a quite honest book that lays out the facts and lets the

reader decide what to make of them. Was X an effective leader? What is his legacy? What if he had

chosen not to challenge the NOI's cult of its leader?
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